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Environmental policymaking in Iran, despite official rhetoric emphasizing stakeholder
participation, continues to operate within centralized, state-dominated frameworks. The
traditional state-centric approach has proven inadequate for addressing complex,
multifaceted environmental issues, highlighting the need for constructive engagement
among diverse actors in the policy process. This study aimed to develop a participatory
policymaking model. Employing a qualitative approach, data were analyzed using
grounded theory and Strauss and Corbin's (1998) three-step coding process. Data were
collected through semi-structured interviews with 17 experts, selected through purposive
sampling until theoretical saturation was reached. Analysis yielded 141 concepts and 25
main categories, organized into a conceptual and paradigmatic model. The findings reveal
that the core phenomenon of the model is the process of realizing participatory
environmental policymaking in Iran, serving as the central link connecting all other
categories. This model presents an indigenous framework for transitioning from
government-dominated policymaking to a genuinely participatory, sustainable, and
learning-oriented process. It provides a foundation for redesigning policies to align with the
interests of all key environmental actors in Iran.
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! Grounded Conditions
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! Intervener Conditions
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! The main phenomenon
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! Strategies & Actions
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! Consequences
2 Institutional & Structural Outcomes
3 Socio-environmental Outcomes



1FeF ooylez oylass 90 6,59 o o polio ) paS>

FFA

Sl 4y el 5,55 3

e gdls S5 i 5o, i)

b S p s g o> (655 o

) e slagl oo tals

Colgudo 5 Cusgpdio 38l

2 e (I8 olad (sl 55 Al amde it pol gk 1 (yge SIS 2l ) ol s
Ko wele g (hwds g eyl — e oS S )l 2 s sy e ] Can) b

ol o BB S ke (6138 o lad»

oS BV Jlaged zpd ]y (imgh (bl Jdo wiilg o (ide (pl (sladidl 4 dr g5 b 95T

(e )

e )l lo g (oolgd slaoly )

9 Cudlad (g S pronal S (g5

9 0 Oyl Cogli (5 (5 El
g (Slojlw s (Sivlen Liolidl ( slois]

9 S8 o elal laaly Y

Ol el eolaill g Jarecins 5
Jite slosel Co g5 ¢ x> Culgme
9 SGjlS] (golly crala—cdg

g Culgde g Cucgpda (I3l (golaidl

A

181 digo; by s

S ko colayloein o Singd )
Sloiel g (sloin] ayloyw .Y

&g lacioglio g blasEl Y
st g (Sim b ¢ sogr £95 ¥
el 5 gl cgoladl slo adlge B

s i Jos

Obet gileed b o gilusials ¥
g S 9 (g5lwaseds ¥

sizkes olss g oyl 2 ¥

S )lie 9 5 o2 SlagSll (g ynly D

)5 sl byl pud

95 Syl g alo, ¥

O R JO

F e § 5 masual 9 048 Lo )

S lie slhdg ool ploras] > cins ¥
slate z8lio g (ooles wls)les Y

SIS (oo bt 4y (a8l ol 5 (55l ¥
Sl g amecinj platiS cins b

Cunj by (eolaill g ol glie pais &

15 )97 dgilo

2 )b (S stolad (0 i 4] 5"
sl o slygome Jolds o5 " ol s bame
SSlie S piabad al 8 (S5
25 n g (SigSe

S e e slngS iy ¥

Eledl 5 ils )

OhSisS S90l 9 S Jstes B¢ Jliond (5 )olss 9 (g9l Y

Slisoald 3,509, b el sy baumo 53 (3 \lie ()35 ptiolad amgiin LiE eyl e WY JSWS

! Participatory Policymaking
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