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Objective: This study aims to investigate the impact of judicial laws on the protection of
natural resources, particularly forests and rangelands, in Baghmalek County, Khuzestan
Province, Iran. It focuses on assessing the effectiveness of existing legal frameworks and
identifying the challenges affecting their implementation in addressing illegal
encroachments on national lands.

Method: This study adopts an applied research approach with a descriptive-analytical
method. A total of 88 judicial case files related to 29 land parcels across Baghmalek
County were examined. The cases were analyzed based on several criteria, including the
area and frequency of violations, type of case (criminal or civil), judicial proceedings,
issued verdicts, type of plaintiff, and the extent of illegal encroachments on national lands.
Results: The results indicate that the number of criminal cases is approximately three
times that of civil cases. The Natural Resources Department was the plaintiff in most
cases. Furthermore, approximately two-thirds of the issued verdicts remained
unimplemented, while some cases had no clearly documented outcomes. Illegal
encroachments varied considerably in terms of area and were distributed across different
parts of the county. These findings highlight significant challenges in judicial proceedings
and the enforcement of legal decisions concerning natural resource protection.
Conclusions: The existence of judicial laws alone is insufficient to ensure the effective
protection of natural resources. Their effectiveness depends on stronger coordination
between judicial and executive institutions, addressing legal inconsistencies and gaps,
raising stakeholder awareness, and strengthening enforcement mechanisms. Moreover,
improving monitoring systems and adopting modern technologies can contribute to
detecting and preventing violations, enhancing law enforcement, and promoting good
natural resource governance.
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Introduction

Natural resources, including rangelands, forests, deserts, etc., play a fundamental and unique
role in human life. In the last century, unprincipled exploitation, urbanization, agriculture,
industry, and other human activities have led to the increasing destruction of these resources.
And one of the most important tools for protecting natural resources is the establishment and
implementation of judicial laws. The multiplicity of laws related to natural resources and
environmental crimes, the existence of inconsistencies, legal conflicts, and the lengthy judicial
review process have challenged the effectiveness of these laws. Judicial laws can determine the
ownership and use rights of rangelands. For example, the policy of nationalizing Iranian
rangelands was one of the interventions that changed the rules in the rangeland management
system and left undesirable consequences. A review of the literature indicates that the success
of conservation policies does not depend only on legal frameworks, but also requires the active
participation of local stakeholders and the promotion of social capital. Given the importance of
the role of judicial laws in the protection and restoration of rangelands and the challenges in
their implementation, examining the effectiveness of these laws can pave the way for providing
appropriate solutions to promote sustainable management and conservation of rangeland
resources.

Method

The purpose of this research is to investigate the effectiveness of judicial laws in preventing the
occurrence of related crimes and to examine the role of the public in cooperating with judicial
authorities to implement laws and rulings related to natural resources (forests and rangelands)
in Baghmalek County, Khuzestan Province. Geographically, this county is located at 49 degrees
28 minutes to 50 degrees 7 minutes east longitude and 31 degrees 12 minutes to 31 degrees 43
minutes north latitude, and its area is about 180,000 hectares. Baghmalek County is a
mountainous region consisting of the Badrangan Mountains in the north and the Zarrin and
Divaneh Mountains in the south. Baghmalek County, with its favorable climate and soil
conditions, has a suitable environment for animal husbandry and agriculture. The most
important vegetation in the region is oak and maple, and in some areas there are sturdy
cypresses. For this purpose, 88 judicial cases in 29 parcel in Baghmalek County were examined
and the status of the cases was analyzed in terms of scope and frequency, criminal and legal,
stage of proceedings, verdict issued, type of plaintiff, and illegal occupation of national lands.

Results

The results showed that 76.1 percent of the cases of natural resource violations in Baghmalek
County were criminal and 23.9 percent were civil. The results indicate that criminal cases are
about three times more common than legal cases, which indicates the existence of more serious
violations, inconsistencies between agencies, or legal weaknesses. Two main types of plaintiffs
have been identified in the cases: the Natural Resources Department and the public. In 93.2
percent of the cases, the Natural Resources Department was the plaintiff. The Natural Resources
Department has filed cases against the landowners in cases such as the seizure of national lands
and construction on them, cutting down trees, charcoal kilns, logging, and uprooting rangeland
plants and has sent them to the judicial authorities. In most legal cases, the Natural Resources
Department is the plaintiff, about two-thirds of the cases have been ruled on but have not been
implemented, and in a number of cases there is no clear result. The results showed that the
average area of illegal occupation of national lands is about 0.444651 hectares with a standard
deviation of 0.9022335, which means a high variation in the size of illegal occupations, in other
words, some occupations are very small and others are very large. This characteristic shows
that the occupations of national lands are not distributed evenly and uniformly, so that the
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smallest recorded occupation is only 18 square meters (0.0018 hectares) and the maximum area
of occupied national lands is 1.5 hectares. Illegal occupations are very diverse in terms of scope
and are scattered in different parts of the county.

Conclusions
The impact of judicial laws on the conservation of natural resources is an important issue in

natural resource management, and in order to prevent the recurrence of violations, efforts
should be made to strengthen relations between executive and judicial institutions, strengthen
laws related to the conservation of natural resources, raise awareness and educate stakeholders,
and intensify and update penalties for violations. Also, ensuring property rights and sustainable
exploitation, increasing local community participation in the management and conservation of
natural resources (rangelands and forests), continuous monitoring of the implementation of
laws, and the use of modern technologies can be helpful. By implementing these solutions, it is
hoped that we will see an improvement in the situation of natural resources in Baghmalek
County while reducing legal cases in the future. Currently, a noticeable gap exists between
modern technologies and natural resource governance; this gap acts as a barrier to overseeing
the implementation of natural resource laws. Adequate oversight and the utilization of modern
technologies will facilitate the establishment of good governance within the country's natural
resources sector.
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